
Station 1: bible study 
 

 
 

Rembrandt - The Mennonite Preacher Anslo and his Wife – 1641; the scene shows the 

couple studying the bible 

 

1. How is this couple practicing their religion? How is this different from a Catholic 

mass? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 2: Luther and the Bible 
 

Martin Luther read the following passage from the Bible and it changed his view on God 

and salvation. 

 

Romans 1:16-17: I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 

salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the 

gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to 

last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

 

1. According to this passage who can receive salvation? 

 

2. According to this passage from where does righteousness come? 

 

3. According to this passage how will the righteous live? 

 

4. Is the pope or the church mentioned in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 3: Luther and the Bible 2 
 

Martin Luther read the following passage from the Bible and it changed his view on God 

and salvation. 

 

Romans 3:22-26: This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all 

who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to 

demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to 

be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

 

1. According to this passage from where does righteousness come? 

2. According to this passage which people have sinned? 

3. According to this passage how much work do people have to do to be justified? 

4. Why after reading this passage might Luther challenge the power of the Pope? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 4: Translating the Bible 
 

 

'Title-Page of Coverdale's English Bible', 

1535. The Coverdale Bible by Myles 

Coverdale was the first complete Modern 

English translation of the Bible. 

 

1. Who would be able to read a Latin 

bible? 

 

 

2. Who would be able to read a 

translated bible? 

 

 

3. How could this affect the power 

structure within the church? 

 

 

4. How could this affect the way that 

people worship? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 5: Torture and the 

Inquisition 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the most common method 

of torture during the Inquisition. 

 

1. What do you think they are 

doing to the man? 

 

 

2. What clues in the picture 

make you think that? 

 

 

3. What do you think the man 

with the pen is writing? 

 

 

4. Why do you think they would 

use this method of torture 

instead of some of the others 

we’ve seen? 



Station 6: The 95 Theses 
 

Martin Luther posted 95 arguments against the pope on the door of Wittenberg Church, 

here are some of them. 

 

-“If the pope truly has the power to forgive sins, shouldn’t he do it for free out of love 

instead of for money?”  

-“All those who are sure of salvation because of indulgences will be doomed to Hell, 

together with their teachers.” 

-“Christians should be taught that one who gives to the poor, or lends to the needy, does a 

better action than if he purchases indulgences.” 

-“The pope’s indulgences cannot remove even the guilt of the smallest sins.” 

-“Since the pope is the richest man in the world, why doesn’t he use his own money to 

build churches instead of poor believers?” 

 

1. How does Luther feel about indulgences? 

 

 

2. How does Luther feel about the pope? 

 

 

3. Do you agree with Luther? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 7: Cartoons 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luther drew cartoons in his books to help the people understand his point. The 

first picture shows Jesus Christ carrying the cross on which he would be 

crucified.  The second picture shows the pope in a very different situation. 

1. Describe the 2
nd

 picture in detail. 

 2. Explain the differences between the two pictures. 

 3. What point do you think Luther was trying to make? 



Station 8: Cartoons 2 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luther drew cartoons in his books to help the people understand his point. The 

first picture shows the birth of Jesus Christ in a stable attended by animals.  The 

second picture shows the pope in a very different situation. 

 1. Describe the 2
nd

 picture in detail. 

 2. Explain the differences between the two pictures. 

 3. What point do you think Luther was trying to make? 



Station 9: Monk Angelo Clareno 

describes Inquisition torture 

“The furious inquisitor selected one of them who seemed more fervent than the others 

and was a priest, and ordered that he be tortured. The torturer entered with his assistants 

and tied the prisoner's hands behind his back. Then he had him raised up by means of a 

pulley attached to the roof of the house, which was very high. After the prisoner had hung 

there for an hour the rope was released suddenly. The idea was that, broken by the intense 

pain, he would be defeated and confess that he had once been a heretic. After he had been 

raised and suddenly dropped many times they asked whether he would confess that he 

was or had been a heretic.  

Driven out of his mind by anger, the inquisitor ordered that, dressed in a short tunic, the 

prisoner be put first in a bath of hot water, then of cold. Then, with a stone tied to his feet, 

he was raised up again, kept there for a while, and dropped again, and his shins were 

poked with reeds as sharp as swords. Again and again he was hauled up until, on the 

thirteenth elevation, the rope broke and he fell from a great height with the stone still tied 

to his feet. As that destroyer of the faithful stood looking at him, he lay there only half 

alive, with his body shattered. The treacherous man's servant's took the body and 

disposed of it in a cesspool.”  

1. After reading this description, read it again.  Think about the fact that this 

happened to real people in history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 10: Erasmus 
 

Erasmus was one of the early reformers. Erasmus of all the reformers most wanted to fix 

the Catholic Church.  He greatly respected the pope and even dedicated one of his books 

to him.  Erasmus was upset with how both the people in the church and people in society 

had become so focused on tradition.  He said that many people within the church did 

things without knowing (or caring about) Christ’s teaching on them.  He believed that 

going through religious traditions like saint worship can weaken people’s relationship 

with Christ. 

 

Erasmus included clergy (people who work for the church) in his argument.  So, even 

though he very clearly said he wanted only to help the church he was seen as its enemy.   

 

1. Erasmus was considered a criminal by the church. What crime do you think they 

charged him with? 

 

 

2. Based on this reading, do you think Erasmus was a criminal, why or why not? 

 

 

3. What tradition do you celebrate or practice that has lost its original meaning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 11: Calvin 
 

Calvin built on Luther’s idea that salvation comes only from the grace of God.  Calvin 

argued that since God is all powerful only He could determine who would be saved.  This 

meant that the church could not offer salvation.  It also meant that people could in no way 

earn their own salvation; they had to be first chosen by God.  This meant that all the 

actions the church required of people were not necessary.  Only God mattered. 

 

Calvin also stressed living right and being careful with money.  He believed that anyone 

who was successful with money must have had God’s grace. 

 

 

1. Calvin was considered a criminal by the church. What crime do you think they 

charged him with? 

 

 

2. Based on this reading, do you think Calvin was a criminal, why or why not? 

 

 

3. Why, in your opinion, is it important to do good things in life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station 12: Calvin and the blue 

laws 

 
The following are some examples of John Calvin’s rules for Inns.  Calvin set up a 

Christian state in the city of Geneva in Switzerland and his government was very strict. 

His “blue laws” were strict, and his followers (of Calvinism) were called Huguenots. 

 

• “The host shall be obliged to keep in a public place a French Bible, in which 

anyone who wishes may read. 

• [The host] shall not allow any dissoluteness like dancing, dice, or cards. 

• [The host] shall not allow indecent songs. 

• Nobody shall be allowed to sit up after nine o’clock at night except informers.” 

 

 

1. Why would people want to follow laws like these? 

 

 

2. How are these laws different from traditional Catholicism at the time? 


